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Abstract: Recently, the usefulness of pharmacists in disaster sites was demonstrated by the activities
of pharmacists, such as sorting and distribution of supported medicines, rapid supply of medicines to
patients and management of sanitary environment in shelters, in the Great East Japan Earthquake in
2011 and the Kumamoto Earthquake in 2016. The torrential rains in western Japan in 2018 caused
extensive damage to Okayama. At this time, the important role of pharmacists in disaster relief activities
was also recognized. In this study, a questionnaire survey on disaster relief activities (DRAs) among
pharmacists in insurance pharmacy (pharmacy pharmacists) around Mabi area was carried out, and the
recovery rate was 30.8 % (109/354). As the results of the questionnaire survey, 97.2 % of the pharmacy
pharmacists thought that participation in DRAs was meaningful, and approximately 75 % of respondents
would participate in relief efforts when they asked, suggested that pharmacy pharmacists were motivated
to participate in DRAs. On the other hand, there were some pharmacists who were willing to participate
in the activities but were unable to do so because of their circumstances. Furthermore, even among
pharmacy pharmacists who are willing to participate, they consider that they do not have enough
knowledge and/or skills about the DRAs themselves and the system to participate to disaster relief
activities. Therefore, it is important to establish effective systems and educational programs for

pharmacy pharmacists regarding DRAs.
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