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A lecture: analysis and reproduction of old medicines; heirloom of
the Yamada family
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Abstract: Yamada clan have lived at Mimasaka area in Okayama prefecture for generations
and contributed for community health care from late Edo to Taisho era. The sixth generation,
Junzo Yamada was a person representing the family. A winter exhibition was held at
Tsuyama Archives of Western Leaning for celebrating the 180tk anniversary of his birth from
November 2016 to February 2017. As a program in the exhibition, we gave a lecture on the
chemical analysis and reproduction of heirloom medicines of the Yamada family. By the
reproduction of the old medicines according to four of the Yamadas’ old prescriptions, some
of the remaining medicines in their medical equipment container of Meiji period became
clear which prescription was dispensed. Further analysis is planned by using the

reproduced medicines.
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