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Abstract
Issues related to the “Period for Inquiry-Based Cross-Disciplinary Studies” were organized
and analyzed, and their significance and challenges are discussed. The period's objectives
for inquiry-based cross-disciplinary studies include cultivating students’ qualities and

abilities for independent problem-solving by developing flexible thinking, maintaining
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lifelong learning, and linking school and social education. The results indicated the following
factors for effectively developing a period for inquiry-based cross- disciplinary; (1) utilizing
the originality and creativity of each school in practicing characteristic education and
disclosing information proactively, (2) clarifying children’s “life skills” in international and
information-based society, (3) clarifying relationships between the “period for inquiry-
based cross-disciplinary studies” and other subjects, and identifying the objectives and
abilities to be developed, (4) independently and creatively working on problem-solving
and inquiry activities by students to cultivate problem-solving abilities, and (5) developing
an attitude of deep inquiry in students by relating acquired knowledge and skills.

Key Words: period for inquiry-based cross-disciplinary studies, cooperation with local
communities, originality and creativity, independently and creatively, problem-solving,

independently and creatively
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