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Analysis of old medicines; heirloom of the Yamada family
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Abstract: Yamada clan have lived at Mimasaka area in Okayama prefecture for generations and contributed
for community health care from late Edo to Taisho era. They entrusted a part of their heirlooms to Tsuyama
Archives of Western Learning. A medical equipment container of Edo period was included in their items
and contained several old medicines in its drawer. In order to clarify contents for these medicines, seven
samples were analyzed with high performance liquid chromatography-mass spectrometry. Berberine,
sesamin and hesperidin were used as standard chemicals for the detection of Coptis rhizome, sesame oil,
and Citrus unshiu peel, respectively. The results of the analysis for them were compared with the
components shown in the Yamadas’ old prescriptions to identify corresponding prescription.
Although additional research may be needed, it is suggested that 6 and 7" samples might be prepared
for the prescription of Fukankinshouki-san, the 2" sample for Yamadasuidashi-kouyaku or for
Kaitabannou-kouyaku, and the 1 sample for Chuyakujoufu-tou, respectively.
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