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A Literature Review and Organizing the Concept of Purpose
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ABSTRACT : Reflecting on shareholder capitalism, interest in corporate purpose has increased in many
fields, including business ethics. Purpose is a concept related to company’s fundamental reason for
existence and can also be seen as statement of self-definition by a company. However, what is the
difference between purpose and other similar concepts such as management philosophy, and what kind
of relationship do they have? As interest in purpose grows both in Japan and overseas, it seems
necessary to deepen the conceptual understanding of purpose. In this paper, reviewing literature on
purpose and clarifying its conceptual characteristics, we present a definition of purpose. In addition, we
examine the nature of purpose from the perspective of sociality, feasibility, comprehensiveness,

consistency, uniqueness, and clarity.
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S TEPHEHETHLI L2 ELETE (B¥ETHL)] [BHIIAAOEELZENPSZZ LT L
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Tk, TEFEHENTVL =N L 1E, W ZERICBITA2EEOHCHERDES ) b0
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TWB DD, N=SAZNHEKOBEEHII T3 IO TVL LEEALZVRIIZH S, 41k
DOWFFEDELE FEED72D121E. T T — A ZNAROM S RO TBLENH L L9
WCEBDND, PosBEEHROL L. ARTIELTO L) ISt Hd 5,

E2HTIE, WN—SANOB LD EHE A ICES W REAMERT 50 Hid 8B 3HTIX. JBITHIgEIC
BIFB/8=NAOEHRE L Ea— L, =S 2SN 2, T2 T, 78—/ X2 DL
el L COREMSEZIDY FIF. MEOBRELIRETT 5, SNOXBFE X THEAETIL, 23—
ISA LM TH N THLREDPEDIE T, PHhLENIIEZ TV,
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AECIIFHEROBIRE LT, ESD/NS— AT — AL A EZRLHENE AL o TRIEOHIE
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CENMEE RO TVDLD, FOMMERELONRII—HTIE RV, Fl2IE, I (2021, 30H)
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201998 A, 7 AV W OFBEFKE DA A - I v F7—7 (LUF [BRT] &%) #° [
O HMIZEY$ % 7 (Statement on the Purpose of a Corporation) | # %83 L. i ZRbE/-2 &
FREEICH Lo JPELVA VR TYVY, 2TV - E=F =X (GM) % &, 72725 KEMRZE
DOCEOI8I &' D B4 L7 2 0TI, &, (R, 774 v —, it s, EXEE LA
T =27 RN — EEDT 72 BT NI T 5 T LR (commit) 2YRENTWS (% 1),
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LTH D EFAITHEHMT S (BRT, 1997, pl) | Lo TBY), HREICHTL2EEEORE ST
TMBZENTE D, 72, BEMOEH IOV TN STV S RIOEFTTIE, KO X H IR S
nTws,

VORI R RIS R L SEERRE 2 EE] 20194E 8 H20H M. 23, BRTIC X 4Lid, 2022
FEI0A B EOFH NEIZ2674412HE 2 T b,



[FeE il X ORI L o TIREE & 72 5 7% (paramount duty) 1. #RFEICHTLLDTH
bo MDAT — 27 RN F —DORERIZ, HREITHT L8 B2 K727 L TIRETZRYICBWTEE
THbo L72h»> Ty BERFEEIMTE 2O FFETHREOHIGZ LMD AT — 27 RV & —DFIZEDON
T AERLRITNER S e W) Ez Ik, TUHEOEE 2 RAMICERFEL TW b 2 v OF
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E. #9952 & THFEMBEVPRKILSNDIGEIIBVWTOAEREETHL LT > TWL DTN,
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CEOCHh2 TV — 747 0EM @B 7107 - LI—]) THAHH. 71473, &
EHAFEDCEOIZHW T EM 2 AE L TV 5D, 2018FDEM THO T/ 3=/ I FE M L TLAE,
RO I ITZOEREEELF AL TS,

[ DTEAEFHIZBY 3 % #85% (A Sense of Purpose) | & HH9 2 20184FEDE TlE, /S—/32AF N
HARIZ DWW T OB 23R BRI R SN TV R VDS, DR 28— S22 O L DR
ML ZOWREIRENT VD, 74 ¥ 712X, BEDOEHRAT O REEHE, BHOAYR
EAL BIRBROEFENOARL % ESMFICEIE L T2 —. £ ODEOBIFAZ 9 L7-iEIC
L CHFICRHETE TRV, ZORE, BEICH L THEN BB R/-T2 L2 R0 550
AT REIENREFRBEOAL LT, ETOAT— 7RV —OFRICET HHFIETH
HTEPHIFEINL LI oTETVE, 29 LIHIFFIZINR 5720128 — S A 2 FEOUED D
LDEEF) . DT, MR B /8= A %R TR, (1) &3ETBERE % 01 58T
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= RAGH L DF XY v F TV —ARY =T T4 7 F v v R= TV, 78— L3
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Dy EDDIF/IS=RZADEIRNEIZ S BAAATE R L722019FOF A5, BRTO A A2
G zlbolEZz NG,
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TAVANBWCTT A ¥ 7 H8=RAIZER L. BRIVE(OHWICHET 2 HH2 %K T 0L
B DB, A ) 2 TIRBERERELRIC X o TS— /S22 220 OGS EA5EE S 117 (British
Academy, 2018; 2019)
20184E D& (British Academy, 2018) Tid. ZNF CTHRAWTH o727 1) — FI /DO L
ADOPH A (EFEOHBMEEIE, V-V EF) RELFHESFO L & THRIEMNREZRALT L LT
»H5) BEITEENOHLGETH o/ Lz 1T, 2R OBAEICB W TLBEH L 2 ol
o TWh e, RO HWCHERAEZHERT L5 2 LOLIENELH ATV D, EHFIZX
L TRFEO/R=XZ L, BEFD SN, FT1ET S (the reasons a corporation is created
and exists) TH ), REDLZF ) ERKDTNDE L, )% b0 FKT AL D (bid, p.10) | T
HbHEL, BEOHWR W LIFABRAIE Rl EA T 2 & TldZ v (bid, p.16) | EHIRLTW
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OWTIHAHKREL>TLE ) [REDHM (purpose) IZFZEZE KDL Z L7217 TldZ ., Mgz Bs 2005
NeBBIOTHL] TEERPHEL RV, 7Ty o0y s - P00y 7H A NTlE, 7407 - LE—0O
FURDSAE SN TN AED, T TIR/S—3AD [REME| LFREN TS, 2B, HAREAFIE TE3EHSITHIC
FltsZBRT AT ETER L, TNEERT A720DEHTHEEN) ZENTELTLE) ] ThHb, ZOWEIT
ek L dic, BB IOV TIIERDSE S AN, WGy (SEMSITBUICRIS 2 E R4 2 L TlER ) oy
DEEMEDL Y OO VEHIREZ T D, 7147 - LY —ORIBOIRED SHW§IUL, B 71 v 2 BF0na
Cld, TREOHEIEFIE (purpose) (EFIZEZ LA T 2 & 21 TE R WAS, il 2 DZED HALORARR 22 AR 12
VB THEFEICID MG S 2, FBRELTHOWILAT— 7 RNV Y —ORBFEANTEEN &R V55,
BEEIMTICAREZ L2020 TIHEL TV AEDEL ) e ZATRLZVIETTH L] L) I LS
WXRERL T %,

LR, 742k B RIBIE, RS E B LIS — ARNETH L] EE-TWE LI ZTIIINL, &
DEIZOWT, B (2021, 35H) 1. 74 ¥ 7 ORET /=821 [BEHI TS 225 Flisl v Bz ERT 2
FEOLIIHEHRL TS L) IClbNG ] LikRTw5,

> R (2021, 101E) (&, 7S—/X 2 L\ HFEDTE U R A RUCHA L2 EH 2 ERE TERa Y vra v 777 —
DOy F X =D = 2B S LTHH LG22 8] L Lahbd, ZOHRICHLEFEME LT,
BRTOFEHR 7 14 > 7 - LY —DOMIZFEEFE LRI X 2 MEEOHFELEE BT TV 5,



bo Tld, REOHFEIHIFIZR 2 EANT I ETIERWVET L% 51F, [P EEOFAERE (4
FIEBIOHN) D725 9 ho MEFIZLINE, Z2OF 2T [ A4 LB 2 5 FEREISH LT
B35 iDL (profitable solution) # AT 28] THY [ZOBETHEEIINELZAEAB LIZT
75, M NHEOBRAEED HIYTIEZ W (bid, p.16) ] LIRFET 2%

ZDEHT, EEOBMWRFAEINZEET 2MNOHTT/N—S2A L) FE - &ML EoT
Vo 72hIFEN, REOBMRHFEREHICET 2 #EmIETIEE o2 b O TE RV, &) bR
WEFEICBWTEINV P Y - 7)) = FY Y OHSNEERICNT 27 v F7—EE LT, TNET
D HI R AR A S A2 B U O N T & 72 i IF1980FERITIRIB SN2 AT — 7 K
NV —HEREFT DL TE, 1990FEMRLEICIE T Y A b T L AOEMGEEY: - ERERO Y
POREOHWRPHABEMZH L, —HIBEbN, TETIE, MEBRIERIARDIH-0E
AEFKODH ) HERETLEELLHL CHICHSIN TP, wIhbIbBL Tws0iE, 79—
P2 U ROBERBNMR - SEOHSNELHRZ BB TERERSZOHFLNL T LAY —Tdh
BREOHIRELFZHEBLTVDLEV) ZETH LY ZOERTSEZIE, Thbb, 71—
P Ui ENGRERITS L) BRTIE, 01HFEICYA TV - K=y —&x—2 - 7 T3 —
|2 & o THERE $1172CSV (Creating Shared Value: 3 MEOAE) & THEIZBIT 58— 855, B
TRERTEFROD N . BEHNRICETAIHmO 128 LTHNESITLZ ENTE S,

FLMREDARL ST, BEEBDOVLG» SRTEERTERIIND 2 OB AEER - B
BZRET 5L BlZIE, A=V 7 —=RREEDY 3 v - < v F—13FEConscious
Capitalism (FRER [HFR TV HITAKTIZ L7 WEH]) of T [E#oBEWEARTFE (conscious
capitalism) | ZEE L TV 2D, ZOEFILE SITHEH SN TV A= NAFHEFLEE->TE
Vo ¥y F—ld, BEROBVWEREREY [HOWDLAT— 7 RNY -2 o TOFERE, FFHM
il FntE. WEL BB A, b, 1E. B B SV 2 B T OSAR EEOMIE %
FEFICAID T &) L2 T A DR AT F A L] L L2 BT, ZOF0IS [fFfEB R E o
7 731) 2.— (higher purpose and core values) | % fiZi&2F TV % (Mackey & Sisodia, 2014, p.33 ; &
TR, p43) o ZD LT, BFEOHFIEHHZ MG, DT DX I IR RT W5,

Eoaryx A - yN=—=b, LYAAEHEE (purpose) o TWwWh, ZiLid, [ 41k

b B, KEFELEO2OOHMEED IOV 2y M) == B0 DRF v 7 AT+ — FREOT) V- XL ¥ —
TH LA, FAEOEE MASHREO g~V =7 XMWREH - - %kE 7 7 — A S OAFFEIE] (2021) TlE, #i5
FEONER L) FEHADILHICTH L ONTWD, $720 HREE D A ZAD20204£7H20H 5 ~8H17H S Tid R OK
FREERM -4 v 7 AT 5 — FiiiS—XAE] L) F 4 MUVT, A4V —~DA v & ¥ a—7tdHpanlibiz-T
BEEINTwD,

T ZIE. aoN— k- VO E LT Ethics and Excellence (1992) DT, IV b Y - 7Y — P v imOe¥HWSR
BUF. 7Y A MT LV AOMHEMGHES O T 0 b &% (CVAAGH) ObLRELERHLREHWEHLE TV S,
SREMLEEE LTECCTRLE ALY —IC L AMROM KDL ) RODEET LI ENTEL, (1) NV F—
Vv (2020) PEAREZOFMEE - AL TR RER IR % &9 EH S 20 BRI, (2) 21 7—(2020)
[ - BREZR-RIETCLVHESEIYRET201] BAktE, Q) 27 7& NF L4 (2022) [ATF—2FKVT—%
REF-MFRE 7 4+ — T 2058 QUBEADOHLORK] HRF > aFVvIoF s 71497,



TFHELTWEO0? | [REEAIHFETLLERDHLO0? | Lo LRARNREEMICHT 5%
ZATHb, EDXIBREME L72VON? BHPHFALTWAZETHRIZIE) LTELRLD
M BHARL b L HOFDOANLIZELATLNDEON? &HEEOFARMI., Mz 1o
RO AR TH Y MO LEG 2B CCTLINDLEKRTH S, BVEEFH-oZIEL WAL
(BEEH., HE, T 7917 —, WEFR) 2 VR AFEFE, WUHMIEEAZRHIZ TN
BMADEIbD, EEZEZTHINVESL ), &) LTOENGWETEERUSH D L. ZNHMT
THIVHBECHBOERROF ORI LR h b, T2 THHELPR U FMEME, WL
BVRPOLWEEEDTHDENG7,

3. N=NZADFEHH LUTREES & OBERM
3.1 IS—ISZANES

IN= R T DAL OEE D 217 T, TE. SEOTFEER Y KDWIIEAETRIC R S
NHEIIHG-oTETWE, Z9 LEWROFIZIE, B —SZA0EZEEZFCICHE LT,
—RNADEFRERT IO L% L v ME21F, FRETHIRTREIN TV E/S— N ADESRK
EFLDILDTH D,

INOHOEHREMOTHL L, EICL o TEBIRELRL 0D, KO L) R 4@ L Cff
bITWE I G h b, iUk, [l (2] (8] [t [HFEEH] Thb. L DE
%T@F%%J?FEyiljkwié%:%%w%ﬂfw&m#\:::éﬁﬁﬁ%wg‘im

HEORGTHLEEFH W LN ERT S, $4bb HEXB L TCLEDLH % [l
fii]l ZAGEL LD L LT, HEXHLTHEICEDL ) % [HE]| 25272000, €Y
AAEE B THRIEDL ) % [H] 237200 0wo/BE10, REORGTHLFEE
HHLZODIZ o TV DL ENRKRELRFMTHALETEZ D, INOIATIFEEZEF 2. AFTIER
DEHIIS—INARERT D Thbb, =2 1x [HESHESIHEET S 2 & ORA B
HAFEOHEAOLBE L-b0TH Y, FEFHZE L CLD L) RffifEeHEz AR L, 72
EDL) BEBAMRIIG 2L T, EOMWVICRTA2E2ERDbD] Thb,

S B AL LTONR—SADEHRTIE R L ARRAMLEBERNE$2HFE—TICM. 7 — FY Y fOA%ER
WEl—~O7 v F7—E L LT, ZIUEDLLBEANE BN LT TRTH %%Tﬁ?éo_®747wmi_
WTIE, purposed ) SEXFAERRLAAEBHTE L BMERT AR L EbN S, —flaZFiul, (4
EOHITH Z: 2 F5EK Tld 2 < M0 f)E Tdh 5 X E 72 (Porter & Kramer, 2011, p.64) 1. [0 H &1
N L WERDSHIZ 2 5ERIREIC R L TR R BRE 2 A4 2 L TH 1) OB TaEIMGEE EAH LI i?’%z’)\
RIS Z B R EED HAY Tl v (British Academy, 2018, p.16) |, [EOH & IE, BE., V7714 v —. HKE.
PEER. BB L CHEE L TV AR LY 2720585 2 8 THDH (KA A ¥ —,2021, 72H) |, [#FED/—
N2E, HFTHEIME B EEAB L, $XRTDOATF— 7 RV Y —ICHNORNIETEIET 5 2 L 12h b Fli
HEABT I EEIARTRTH Y 12DOWETIEH 205, BEOZEMA L/ S—/XATld R\ (P31 —, 2021, 31H) I,
[FIZSEMORFEICE > THIEE I E DA ZDOHN &2 D05, /8= S AEROAFEIZ & - TRZRIE/S— /S ADER S
NTCWL a2 ML7-OD0EELREL L THMEDITSNLE DD THS (Mcleod, 2016, pp.14-20) |o S5 DFHIL,
el LTON— A% EHEOTL2bOTHEAL, RESFEFHZEOCHNICEESRT2b0THL, L
purpose &\ ) SHEAMEHON TV AEDS, (1) A& LTo/8—/52 (purpose) % EFT 2 b D &, Q) HIEMBEOMAIL
W B O AT (purpose) I2F KT 5D D% 5T THIET 2 HAMEYTHL L) IZEBbNL, Thb2om) b,
AEEDI) ) DT () AL LTO/N—S2A R EHKTLLDTH LI EHWOTHREL TBEZ WV,
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Bhattacharyaetal. | CSR {iBh& ST oflifkD 2 COMFBNIRE L, E VR AD & 51 DA AHEET 25 aFE /b,
(2023, p.966)

British Academy THEROL BIUHAET 2B TH Y | BERE ) L ROTNWDHZ & DT DITART 5
(2018, p.10) HD,

EAN T WHEDIHERH —HEDRINOOD, REAHES 200, #HRTED K5 20K % R Dir—

(2023, 342 H)

ERT LD, TOEEMHET DI LT, EDOXITHRNR LY BUVGINIZR 507805 i
(b5 ¥ 57

Fink (2019) PEOHARNAAEHEBEBER L, TNENORENAT — 7 R4 —OMiEaliE% B LT
H2 32725 T AIEEIZ T,

George. etal. AT = RV =R L CTHHD ED LD IlifE % AN E 5 LD TN D DNEI HINTT D

(2021,p.7) Zllcky, BHOTFEOARE 25 B D,

Hollensbe et al. PEEDMADTZDITHAL S I, 72 BTEHET 2 D E ORIWICH L TEA 52 Ttk z 73 60,

(2014, p.1228)

R - HA7-blE HERIZBWTI I WIIHETH D] HRIZBNTI O WIIHETH W 72y i

(2022, 14-15 H)

ICHLTCZDEIREELZ T LI £V ZEEEELSHELLIEZLOT, i EESs
TR b oL,

Jimenez et al. RIS & B2 T AR DR AR R 2 BT 2 b O Th D, ThuL, RN LOSHIITE
(2021,p.2) ET200, BRT-BIEED X SR 525 Z L B0 ER~T HDOTH S,
Mackey & Sisodia | 78 F A VIFHAE L CTOD DD, 7R IIAFET DUERH D DM, FexlLTED L S5 eEkE L
(2014, p.46) T2V Dh BHDFAET D Z & TREWMFUIR L 200 Lo oA R 25 %,
RN~ & 4 | MEROTFEER CTHY | ZIUIFEREZ. B 358A RIS, iERo=—X% L
VARV T T RSN LIZH 0,

(2022,387 H)

Rey. C etal. HAT-BAMTEILIZ0 S/ L0 T2l 2R LIz bOTHh Y . EERNL, Hx BMEATH
(2019, p.4) LHRHBHIT D ERDO BV FER LIZbDTHD L) Z &7,

PR TR, AIDT=DITAFAET D DD ZHINCSVE LIZSETH Y | HEriTEio Ly &
(2021,39 &) Z AT DI OE,

Skees RO (regenerative planet) & ARt OEBLOT-0DIZ, F3EA 0 U CTHERU AR Lz
(2023, p.13) LEZTNDHAIEE (greater good) (CBIT DD LU ARIL LI b D,
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