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Local Breweries in the Nascent Japanese Craft Beer Industry
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Abstract: Based on publicly available data such as newspapers and magazine articles, this study reveals
the development of the Japanese craft beer industry in the 1990s. Particularly focusing on Oita and
Ibaraki prefectures, we clarify the actions taken by several enterprising bodies from diverse
backgrounds, including private-sector businesses such as brewing companies, hotels, automobile parts

manufacturers, and the semipublic sector owned by the municipal government.
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