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Human evolution by a hairless mutation
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Abstract: Four basic characteristics distinguish humans from other primates: bipedalism, nakedness,
the family reproductive unit, and small sexual dimorphism. All primates except humans carry their
babies using hair. A hairless human mother would be forced to stand and walk upright to hold a baby.
The male partner would have to collect food and carry it to the handicapped mother. She would have
sexually accepted her partner at any time as a reward for food. Sexual relations irrespective of estrus
cycles might have strengthened the pair bond, promoting family formation. Savannas appeared 2.5
million years ago (Ma), which forced hominins to terrestrial life, but the ground was full of danger and
a larger brain became advantageous. Wildfires occurred frequently in savannas; naked hominins
approached fire for warming, but soon must find burnt animals in the aftermath of wildfires. The taste
of burnt meat became a driving force to make hominins meat-eaters. They must have learned how to
control fire and how to repel hairy animals that abhor fire. When they found that a carnivore had killed
a prey animal, they approached the predator and repulsed it using fire, then claiming the prey intact.
The timing of global cooling, the appearance of savannas, the appearance of early humans, decline of
large predators, the manufacture of stone tools, and the start of cooking largely coincide at 2.5 Ma.
Cooked meat is both tasty and easily digested, providing hominins with rich nutrients sufficient to
enlarge the brain, while many large carnivores were forced to extinction.
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anamensis
Au. afarensis 3.9-2.9 107-152 | 29-45 380430
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H. electus 1.9-0.14 179 950-1100
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H. heidelbergensis 0.5-0.2 175 62 1100-140
0
Denisovans -0.04
H. neanderthalensis 0.23-0.024 | 157-165 | 80 1450
H. floresiensis -0.017 106 25 426
EEAWN H. sapiens 0.02 - 170 70 1350
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