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There was nothing for it but go below with shovels and try to right her, and there we were
in that vast hold, gloomy like a cavern, the tallow dips stuck and flickering on the beams,
the gale howling above, the ship tossing about like mad on her side; there we all were,
Jermyn, the captain, every one, hardly able to keep our feet, engaged on that gravedigger's
work, and trying to toss shovelfuls of wet sand up to windward. At every tumble of the ship

you could see vaguely the dim light men falling down with a great flourish of shovels. (6)

T Ty FES BCERR PR OFBEIC BT R4 A —2 %9 F (A S DY,



FEIZT Y N TAMELTOHRET R AT TOL L9 BFEFHICO L, 728 2E
[ DB ] ( ‘Heart of Darkness ,1899) % [+ — > 25D H N ] (The Nigger of the ‘Narcissus’,
BINICEATAHEEDT Y T AR, [T % N7 T4 ] (The shadow-Line,1917) 125
BND LI, BIELLEIHHEND L9 BFEID42 ) BRI AR Tns 2
EDEFTE Do TOMEMIMEDIC LBOMIERDO L HIZ, o E D & LABRIIES L%
Vo L LEEKITIE o 72NBETH L0522, FEFBEIIHE SN, EARO—BSH4E
HIZH SN T WD, TODICEELHEREOTIC, ¥~ — 0y O S RAEDRENHHH &
N, F2WEO—EBEW I, AT T4 T REEHREEPEV 2 2VHZE Y52 Twh, L
PLRM 2T Y I A MPEDLRTHEZ LTI TH Y, ZNe LTI offofi
R BRAGERR RN EAR I NP7 THAHH o TOFIE L TR T H~Y—1T 7 O
A S EZRT—HID BT 5,

I didn't understand much of the first then ; but I remember I preferred the soldier to the
philosopher at the time; a preference which life has only confirmed. One was a man, and
the other was either more—or less. However, they are both dead and Mrs. Beard is dead,
and youth, strength, genius, thoughts, achievements, simple hearts— all dies. . .. No

matter. (7)
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There was for us no sky, there were for us no stars, no sun, no universe—nothing but
angry clouds and an infuriated sea. We pumped watch and watch, for dear life; and it
seemed to last for months, for years, for all eternity, as though we had been dead and gone

to a hell for sailors. (11-12)
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I was pleased. I would not have given up the experience for worlds. I had moments of
exultation. Whenever the old dismantled craft pitched heavily with her counter high in the
air, she seemed to me to throw up, like an appeal, like a defiance, like a cry to the clouds

without mercy, the words written on her stern: Judea, London. Do or Die.’ (12)
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“It was horrid. Morally it was worse than pumping for life. It seemed as though we had
been forgotten by the world, belonged to nobody, would get nowhere; it seemed that, as if
bewitched, we would have to live for ever and ever in that inner harbour, a derision and a

byword to generations of long-shore loafers and dishonest boatmen. (16)
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“We had fair breezes, smooth water right into the tropics, and the old Judea lumbered
along in the sunshine. When she went eight knots everything cracked aloft, and we tied
our caps to our heads; but mostly she strolled on at the rate of three miles an hour. What
could you expect? She was tired—that old ship. Her youth was where mine is—where
yours is—you fellows who listen to this yarn; and what friend would throw your years and

your weariness in your face? We didn't grumble at her. (17-18)
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“The captain called us into the cabin. He had a chart spread on the table, and looked
unhappy. He said, The coast of West Australia is near, but I mean to proceed to our
destination. It is the hurricane month, too; but we will just keep her head for Bankok, and
fight the fire. No more putting back anywhere, if we all get roasted. We will try first to

stifle this ‘ere damned combustion by want of air.’ (19)
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Steam ascended mingling with the smoke. We poured salt water as into a barrel
without a bottom. It was our fate to pump in that ship, to pump out of her, to pump
into her; and after keeping water out of her to save ourselves from being drowned, we

frantically poured water into her to save ourselves from being burnt. (20)
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“And she crawled on, do or die, in the serene weather. The sky was a miracle of purity,
a miracle of azure. The sea was polished, was blue, was pellucid, was sparkling like a
precious stone, extending on all sides, all round to the horizon—as if the whole terrestrial

globe had been one jewel, one colossal sapphire, a single gem fashioned into a planet. (20)
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“The coal-dust suspended in the air of the hold had glowed dull-red at the moment of the
explosion. In the twinkling of an eye, in an infinitesimal fraction of a second since the first tilt
of the bench, I was sprawling full length on the cargo. I picked myself up and scrambled out.
It was quick like a rebound. The deck was a wilderness of smashed timber, lying crosswise like
trees in a wood after a hurricane; an immense curtain of solid rags waved gently before me—it

was the main-sail blown to strips. (23)
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And, mark, he noticed directly the wheel deserted and his barque off her course
—and his only thought was to get that miserable, stripped, undecked, smouldering shell of
a ship back again with her head pointing at her port of destination. Bankok! That's what
he was after. I tell you this quiet, bowed, bandy-legged, almost deformed little man was
immense in the singleness of his idea and in his placid ignorance of our agitation. He

motioned us forward with a commanding gesture, and went to take the wheel himself. (25)
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They had no professional reputation—no examples, no praise. It wasn't a sense of duty;
they all knew well enough how to shirk, and laze, and dodge—when they had a mind to
it—and mostly they had. Was it the two pounds ten a-month that sent them there? They
didn't think their pay half good enough. Noj; it was something in them, something inborn

and subtle and everlasting. (28)
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“He waved his hand. Our men dropped their bundles quietly, The steamer moved ahead,
and passing out of the circle of light, vanished at once from our sight, dazzled by the fire
which burned fiercely. And then I knew that I would see the East first as commander of
a small boat. I thought it fine; and the fidelity to the old ship was fine. We should see the
last of her. Oh, the glamour of youth! Oh, the fire of it, more dazzling than the flames
of the burning ship, throwing a magic light on the wide earth, leaping audaciously to the
sky, presently to be quenched by time, more cruel, more pitiless, more bitter than the sea —

and like the flames of the burning ship surrounded by an impenetrable night. (30)
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“Between the darkness of earth and heaven she was burning fiercely upon a disc of purple
sea shot by the blood-red play of gleams; upon a disc of water glittering and sinister. A
high, clear flame, an immense and lonely flame, ascended from the ocean, and from its
summit the black smoke poured continuously at the sky. She burned furiously; mournful
and imposing like a funeral pile kindled in the night, surrounded by the sea, watched over
by the stars. A magnificent death had come like a grace, like a gift, like a reward to that

old ship at the end of her laborious days. (34-35)
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I did not know how good a man I was till then. I remember the drawn faces, the dejected
figures of my two men, and I remember my youth and the feeling that will never come
back any more—the feeling that I could last for ever, outlast the sea, the earth, and all
men; the deceitful feeling that lures us on to joys, to perils, to love, to vain effort—to
death; the triumphant conviction of strength, the heat of life in the handful of dust, the glow in

the heart that with every year grows dim, grows cold, grows small, and expires—and expires,
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too soon, too soon—before life itself. (36-37)
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A current rippled softly. The scented obscurity of the shore was grouped into vast masses,
a density of colossal clumps of vegetation, probably—mute and fantastic shapes. And at
their foot the semicircle of a beach gleamed faintly, like an illusion. There was not a light,
not a stir, not a sound. The mysterious East faced me, perfumed like a flower, silent like

death, dark like a grave. (37-38)
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But for me all the East is contained in that vision of my youth. It is all in that moment when I
opened my young eyes on it. I came upon it from a tussle with the sea—and I was young—and

I saw it looking at me. And this is all that is left of it! Only a moment; a moment of strength,
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of romance, of glamour—of youth! . .. A flick of sunshine upon a strange shore, the time to

remember, the time for a sigh, and—good-bye!—Night—Good-bye . . .!" (42)
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