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An attitude survey of students in pharmacy school
—comparison between FY 1996 with FY2009
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Summary

In Japan, education in pharmacy school includes organic chemistry, biological chemistry and
physical chemistry. Pharmacy school produces many strong pharmaceutical scientists who have
created new drugs. Recently, in response to social demands, educational programs in pharmacy
schools have added contributions to public health and healthcare. The new program is a 6-year course
for Pharm.D.

More effective education at Shujitsu University, the attitude and background of the students in the
6-year educational program at pharmacy school during FY 2009 were studied and compared with
those in FY 1996. In FY 1996, none of the pharmacy schools in Japan have a 6-year program.

In FY1996, more than 90% of students liked chemistry, but in FY2009 the number of the students
liked chemistry had decreased. However, the students who liked biology and biochemistry had
slightly increased. Shujitsu Pharmacy School students are interested in healthcare, suggesting that
these students have enough humanity to become Pharm.D. who are oriented toward healthcare.

It is difficult to explain the differences between student attitudes in FY2009 and in FY1996. It
seemed to depend partly on the culture of Okayama, and partly on their high school education. We
also compared the findings between freshmen and senior students, and found that the attitude of
Shujitsu Pharmacy School students seemed to be similar except that senior students have sufficient
knowledge to pass the national exam for pharmacists. In FY 1996, the attitudes of Pharmacy School
students were compared with those of Engineering School students. They both liked chemistry.

Now, Shujitsu University has developed a Science café and Professors lecture program in high
school to facilitate scientific interest among high school students. For freshmen who did not study
chemistry, biology and other scientific field sufficiently in high school, Shujitsu Pharmacy School
provides additional programs to study this field for these students. We hope these improvements in

education will help students to maintain the motivation to become respectable Pharm.D.
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